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SERMON. 


EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, XIV, 13. 


LET NO MAN PUT A STUMBLING-BLOCK 
IN HIS BROTHER'S WAY, 


'THERE is no effort of the hu- 


man mind more blamed for its temerity, 
or more pitied for its weakneſs, than the 
endeavouring, by the calm ſuggeſtions of 
philoſophy, or even by the acknowledged 
maxims of prudence and humanity, to 


quell the rage of popular clamour, or re- 
preſs the ardour of excited purſait, either 


among the great or little mobs of civil 
life. 


But, although it be the characteriſtic of 
an honeſt mind to deſpiſe theſe obſtacles, 
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and of a chriſtian temper to endure 
them; yet our efforts depend natu— 
rally upon our hopes; and the voice, 
which neither calumny nor contempt 
could ſilence, may be reduced to mute- 
neſs by deſpair. When the impetuous 
torrent is deſcending from the mountains 
to deſolate the plains below, the fruitleſs 
Oppoſer becomes in time the patient 
Spectator of its ravages: but if, in the 
midſt of thoſe ravages, he ſhould by 
chance perceive a property of ſuperior 
value on the brink of abſorption by the 
increaſing waves, he is rouſed from the 
meekneſs of his reſignation, or the torpor 
of his deſpondency, and makes at leaſt 
a momentary exertion to preſerve it.— 
Now what property is there ſo dearly 
valuable to a chriſtian, and the loſs of 
which can be ſo poorly recompenſed, as 
the purity and ſpirituality of that Faith 
by which he is to be ſaved, and the ſim- 
plicity of that Goſpel which contains it ? 
Vet is this property in danger of being 
Vreſted from his poſſeſſion by the pre- 

: ſent 


tal 


ſent overbearing tide of political enthu⸗ 
ſiaſm, and the nnn guſts a 89 
real. | 


It has been openly declared both by 
Chriſtian Orators in their Senate, and by 
Chriſtian Prelates in their Pulpits, that the 
War, in which the nation has been ſo 


unhappily engaged, has, for one of its 


principal objects, the DEFENCE oF REL 
GION, It is with the baſhfulneſs of ſin- 
gularity ſurmounted by the boldneſs of 
conviction, that I ſhall venture to pro- 


poſe ſome plain and ſcriptural arguments 


to oppoſe a doctrine, which is a Stum- 
bling-block to the chriſtian mind ; which 


' tends to corrupt and carnalize the reli- 


gious opinzons of mankind; which, to my 
underſtanding, directly oppoſes the whole 
ſcope and tenor of the Goſpel; which is 
engendered in Fallacy, nurtured by Preju- 


dice, and productive of nothing but md 


Fanaticiſm or phariſaic Inſolence. It is need- 
leſs to premiſe to you that the preſent 
tubject is not embarraſſed by the ſecular 

A3 arguments 
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5 
arguments concerning the preſent war; 
that whether this war be juſt or unjuſt in 
its principle, neceſſary or unneceſſary in 
its proſecution, beneficial or baleful in its 
conſequences, it muſt ſo far partake of 
the common nature of all wars that ever 
yet exiſted, as to be perfectly foreign to 
all the purpoſes of Religion, and utter- 
ly unadapted to defend the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. 


The Sworp of Chriſtianity is the Woxn 
or Gop, and it will not admit of carnal 
warfare, either for its propagation or its 
defence. 8 | 


We may aſſert this with undaunted 
confidence, firſt, becauſe CHRIST, the 
great founder of our faith, aſſerts it; 
next, becauſe the experience of eighteen 
centuries has proved it; and laſtly, be- 
cauſe a calm conſideration of the nature 
of the inſtitution, and of the due corre- 
ſpondence of its end and means, illuſtrates 
and confirms it.— There is a ſecret glow 


of 


5 
of inexpreſſible ſatisfaction which illumi- 
nates and cheers the mind, when in ſeek- 
ing after truth it perceives Authority and 
Reaſon ſeated on the ſame eminence, and 
returning the ſame anſwer to its enqui- 
ries. Too often indeed (to the confu- 
ſion of earthly worſhippers) have theſe 
two great oracles been at variance. In 
how many inſtances, and for how many 
ages, has mankind been lamely halting 
between theſe two maſters, crouching ſu- 
pinely to that authority which their rea- 
ſon inclined them to ſuſpect, and clinging 
ſurreptitiouſly to that reaſon which the 
authority commanded them to diſcard? 


But now the darkneſs is diſperſed; autho- 
rity and reaſon are united in the perſon 


and the words of Chri/t ; thoſe words are 
piouſly diſpenſed to every hand, and open 
to every underſtanding. Now therefore 
that the power is given, the duty is un- 
doubtedly required ; and it is become the 
individual concern of every chriſtian to 
* guide his own footſteps in the way of 
4 peace,” and to“ ſtand faſt in that liberty”? 

A4 (that 


1 
(that real liberty of the mind) © to which 
Chriſt hath made him free.” 


It did indeed ſeem good to the Al- 
mighty, in the revelation of himſelf to 
man, to make uſe of human inſtruments 
as meſſengers and inſtructors of his will : 
by the power of his miracles he firſt or- 
dained them, by the direction of his pro- 
vidence he ſtill continues them.—A vi- 
ſible church is eſtabliſhed—to what end ? 
To ſanctify the power of corruption, or 
to conſecrate the banners of ſlaughter ? 
Nay verily—but © that all things be 
done decently and in order.” —A main- 
tenance is provided for its miniſters— for - 
what reaſon ? Becauſe “ they are lords 
over God's heritage?“ No; but becauſe 


c the labourer is worthy of his hire.” 


Their primary qualification required by 
Chriſt is“ Loveſt thou me?” their 
grand commiſſion —“ Feed my Sheep.” 
But there is a point at which this com- 
miſſion ends; for, having led us to the 
« fountain of living waters, we drink“ 

« and 
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ic and thirſt no more And though « we 


te eſteem the meſſengers very highly in 


& love for their work's ſake,” yet we muſt 
think and a& thenceforth entirely ac- 
cording to the ſpirit of the meſſage they 


have brought us. The ſubſtance of this 


meſſage (as far as duty is concerned) is 
Peace and PurITY: and there is no Bu- 
man authority which may confound or 
perplex the ſimplicity of theſe duties, 
either by the terrific denunciations of 


State neceſſity, or the tortuous inductions 


of political caſuiſtry, without being guil- 
ty of “putting a Stumbling-block” in 
that path, which it was his duty to have 
made ſmooth and plain; without being 
amenable to the great Shepherd, for hav- 


ing muddied that pure fountain at which 
his flock ſhould drink. 


My Breth ren,— 


gious purpole, it is fit, perhaps, that I 
ſhould addreſs you in two capacities—as 
members of a civil cmmuni and as mem- 


bers 


Being convened by 
civil authority, but profeſſedly for a reli- 
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bers of the body of CurisT ; that is— 
(you muſt admit the terms, for—alas! 
there are none others to be found)—as 
Citizens - and as Chriſtians. And ſorry 
ſhould I be, for your ſakes, if you ſhould 
reject or miſapply either of theſe ancient and 
ſignificant appellations. | 


j F irſ then, if as Citizens you have been 
excited to immoral animoſities, agitated 
with unfounded jealouſies, or perplexed 
between diſcordant principles; if phan- 
toms have appalled your minds, while 
ſubſtances had no power to ſtrike ; if ap- 
prehenſions have been magnified in pro- 
portion as realities have been diminiſhed 
to your view; and if the doleful criſis be 
now approaching, when, from having 
been the dupes of an interefled deluſion, you 
are to become the victims of a proud de- 
ſpar; — I am innocent, both as your 
teacher and your neighbour, of any part 
or partnerſhip in this matter. I call 
„Heaven to witneſs between us this 
day,“ © that J have forewarned you 

*and 
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© and teſtified.” —But it is an unthank- 
ful office at any ſeaſon to forewarn and 
zeſtify ; and doubly mortifying to thoſe 
who have undertaken it in theſe diſaſ- 
trous times; ſince how much ſoever you 

may have calumniated their intentions, 
and retired from the ſuppoſed inſection of 
their advice, yet you will hardly allow 
their conduct the merit of diſintereſtedneſs, 
when you ſhall hereafter find them both 
cloſely and feelingly connected with your- 
ſelves in ſupporting the PONDEROUS EVENT. 
I would to God, my Brethren, that 
like one of the infected lepers, who were 
caſt out of the beſieged city of Samaria“, 


* See this intereſting ſtory in the 7th chapter of the 
2d Book of Kings ; at the concluſion of which you will 
obſerve a ſingular proof, upon divine record, of the power 
of public calamity to deſtroy the reverence for titles and 
diſtinctions; and that the greateſt of all levellers is actual 
diſtreſs. For the King's firft miniſter and favourite lord 
was overlooked, and moſt innocently trampled to death 
by the populace, in their eagerneſs to ſatisfy the calls of 
nature. 5 a 


I could 
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T could appear amongſt you, as they 
did, with the ſame joyful apology which 
they had for their intruſion, that the ter- 
rors of the Lord, and not the power of 
man, had turned the enemy from your 
cates, and that henceforth you had no- 
thing to look forward to, but plenty, ſe- 
curity, and peace. But as it hath pleaſed 
that GREAT BEING, who maketh the ele- 
ments the miniſters of his will, who 
« caſteth forth his ice like morſels, and 
« who is able to abide his froſt?” as it hath 
pleaſed him, I lay, w ith the winds of the 
north to pave a way for the nearer ap- 
proach of thoſe, who at a great diſtance 
had alarmed us, I call upon you to arm 

yourſelves (to arm your minds I mean, for 
| Lund bodies I am not concerned) to arm 
yourſelves with manly patience and patriotic 
fortitude ; with a patience that can endure 
all the unknown conſequences of a ſan- 
guinary perſeverance, which refuſes the 
palliating name of raſoneſs; and with a 
fortitude to oppoſe every effort that man 
can make, to err riſy or to ſeduce you into 
foreign 


E 
felt or domeſtic ſlavery; and to reſiſt 
every inſidious encroachment, as well as 


every inimical attack, on ORDER, LiBER- 


TY, or LAW. — 


I come next to addreſs you as Chri/tians, 
and not only as the people of England, 
but as the people of God, to take up the 


Stumbling-block that is before you,—a 


carnal piety—a vindictive zeal—a worldly 
goſpel—and a MILITARY CHRIsT.,—l im- 
pute not theſe to you, my brethren, as 
vices of your hearts, but as errors of your 


minds. Yet are they errors more fatal to 


religion than even the groſſeſt vice. 
Errors of Principle, which by corrupting 


the firſt ſprings of action, and deſtroying. 


the natural counterpoiſe of remorſe, take 
away from the-Chriſtian every energy re- 
ſulting from his faith, and leave him a 
morality more lifeleſs than that of the In- 
fidel. Our religion, I repeat it, is puRE 


and PPA CEABLE; it rejoices in light and 


clearneſs, it delights in the open level 
plains of rectitude and ſimplicity ; but 
ambition 


l 
l 


1 ** 
ambition and avarice have dragged it inta 
all the mazes of ſecularity: its blindfolded 
votaries purſue with heedleſs ſteps; they 
wander after it through the thorny co- 
verts of hypocriſy, and even amidſt the 
dark groves of idolatry; until at length 
a new ſcene opens to their view, and a 
field of battle is before them. To ſuch 
a. ſtate are Chriſtians now reduced—a 
ſtate which I ſhall not venture to de- 
ſcribe otherwiſe than in theſe two ſtrokes 
of the Apoſtle's pen“ WITHOUT ARE 
 FicnTINGS'—** WITHIN ARE FEARS.” 
—The former of theſe are ſupplied with 
ſuch abundant fuel from the luſts and 
vices of mankind, that we are doing ſome 
benefit at leaſt to the intereſts of ſociety, 
if we can prevent the interference of the 
latier; if we can arreſt them by the force 
of reaſon and of truth, when they are 
proceeding to ſtir the dying embers, or to 
foment the riſing flame of war. 


You fear, : then, for your religion : 
and it is fit you ſhould be reminded by 
8 1 all, 


En 
all, who have not an intereſt in their con- 
tinuance, that zhoſe fears are vain; for 
your religion is founded on the rock of 
ages, and the truth of God is pledged + 
for its protection. But, you fee/, allo, for 
your religion, and your affection incites 
you to its defence, Yet you ſurely would 
not defend it otherwiſe than on its own 
authority ; and how is it that you can ſo 
eaſily forget, that hat authority decidedly 
forbids the ſword not for its propagation 
only, but alſo expreſsly forits defence ?— 
Put up thy ſword into its ſheath ;” 
„all they that take the ſword ſhall 
6 periſh by the ſword ;” theſe words were 
| ſpoken to one who would have defended, 
not problematically the dof#rine of our 
bleſſed Lord, but poſitively and imme- 
diately his perſon and his life. Theſe 
words are words of authority ; but they 
are backed by words of reaſon alſo, which 
are ſufficient to put all reſiſtance to the 
bluſh ; “ Thinkeſt thou that I cannot 
no pray to my Father, and he would 
I preſently ſend me more than twelve le- 
„ gions 


| CEE 
* gions of angels?—Put up thy ſword 
„then, vain man, into its ſheath.” 


The ſcene of this memorable tranſac- 
tion in the garden of Gethſemane pre- 
ſents to us a moral, which he that 
« runs may read.” —It briefly pourtrays, 
at one ſketch, the religion of the uni- 
verſe. On one part we behold the group 
of worldly-minded baſe deſerters, who for- 
ſake their Lord and flee;—on the other, 
the ſword of the furious zealot fiarting forth 
unbidden, and even in a hopeleſs cauſe ; 
whilſt above are depicted the legions of 
obedient angels, waiting calmly for the 
word of their Supreme Commander, con- 
vinced that, however appearances may 
excite their indignation, his word alone 
is ſovereign reaſon, and his will is perfect 
law. Yet, it is not on the foundation 
of one ſolitary inſtance, or one ſelefied paſſage 
of ſcripture, that doctrines ſhould be 
erected or-principles eſtabliſhed ; but they 
| ſhould be deduced from its general Spirit, 
ſupported by its poitzve declarations, Let 


„ 
us follow then our bleſſed Lord from the 
private garden, to the public hall of juſ- 
tice, and we ſhall receive complete ſatiſ- 
faction on the ſubje&t which is before 
us; we ſhall there hear, from his own 
mouth, his laſt firm, abſolute, definitive, 
and dying teſtimony concerning that re- 
ligion, which he came to teach, which we 


_ © aſſert that we believe, and which we have 


vowed that we will praiſe. His daily 
converſations had continually repreſented 
it as completely ſpiritual ; he had likened it 
to a grain of muſtard ſeed, which grows with- 
out human knowledge or obſervation ; he 
had compared it to a piece leaven, which 
leaveneth the whole lump, by gradual in- 
creaſe, without any external co-operation; 
he had aſſimilated its influence to the aclion 
of the wind, whole power is felt, but whoſe 
progreſs is inviſible; and his laſt public 
and ſolemn account of it conveys pre- 
ciſely the ſame unvaried meaning, and is 
deciſive of its nature and exiſtence to the 

end of time. My kingdom” (i. e. that 
ſyſtem of authority which I have under- 
. B taken 


„ 
taken to eſtabliſh) © is not of this world: 
„jf my kingdom were of this world, 
« then would my ſervants fight.“ 


An hoſt of commentators cannot de- 
ſtroy the ſimplicity of this declaration, 
nor an hoſt of infidels prevail againſt it ; 
for it 1s an everlaſting and eſſential truth, 
which if a Chriſtian ſhould forget, it 
would be to him, and to the oreat work 
ol his ſalvation, as if “ his right hand 
 * ſhould forget its cunning.” And yet— | 
{urely, —fome of the great ones of this 
world muſt have forgotten it, when they 
were exciting their Chriſtian ſubjects to 
fight for their religion; and when, in the 
name of that religion, they were plundering 
defenceleſs cities, and dragging reluctant 
provinces in chains of barbarous con- 
queſt to the footſtool of their thrones! 


And ſurely the hot- brained zealots of our 


own land muſt have overlooked it, when, 
in their thirſt for human blood and their 
rage for devaſtation, they have coupled 
REL1G10N (if by the word Church they 

4 have 


1 1 
have indeed any reference to religion) 
with the name of Him, againſt whoſe 


legal and conſtituttonal authority no arm or 


voice hath yet been lifted up, AND MAY 
| THEY NEVER BE |— 


Believe it—Chriſtians! the meek and 


ſpiritual temper of your religion will not 
endure theſe rude and carnal aſſociations: 
It accepts, with much coyneſs and timidity, 


the hand of man for its ſupport ; but from 


the ſword of man it flies with horror and 


diſguſt. It is cheriſhed and delighted 


only with his vorce, when by that voice 
are uttered in ſublime ſimplicity the mild 
and amiable accents of the Goſpel. Is it 


then the ſtupor of our faculties, or the 
violence of our malignant paſſions, which 


hinders us from “ perceiving what man- 
* ner of ſpirit we are of?” In either caſe, 


a deliverance from this earthly thraldom 


is ſurely a conſummation devoutly to be 
wiſhed ; a bleſſing for which it were ex- 


cuſable to weary Heaven with prayers. | 


If it were poſſible that this pure. wiſh 
Bz L could 
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could ever be accompliſhed; if Heaven, 
in return for our ſincere contrition, ſhould 
grant us, at this moment, to awake from 
the bewitching lethargy of corruption, how 
ſhould we be aſtonithed at recollecting 
the wild diſorder of thoſe dreams in 
which we had conſorted things the moſt 
oppoſite in all their qualities and at- 
tributes; at thoſe fantaſtic ſlumbers, in 
which our deluded fancies had led us to 
behold the pure ethereal form of Chriſ- 
tianity leaning familiarly on the fleſhly 
arm of Policy, or ſculking for protection 
behind the Warrior's ſhield ! 


But perhaps, when preſſed with the 
weight of theſe conſiderations, you will 
fly to hiſtory for your relief, and cheriſh 
your deluſion by the many records of 
proweſs and magnanimity exerted in the 
cauſe of piety, and either for the defence or 
reformation of religion. But take heed that 
hiſtory does not deceive you. It is writ- 
ten by men of like paſſions with your- 
ſelves, and alike unable (perhaps alike 
| unwilling) 
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E 
unwilling) to detect the vain machinery 
of preſcriptive fallacies and impoſing names. 
He who peruſes hiſtory without the diſ- 
criminating light of true philoſophy re- 
ſembles the induſtrious ant, who © ga- 
thers tore“ indeed, but changes not the 
baſeſt forms in which he finds them; 
whereas he who, like the ſtill more la- 
borious and ſagacious bee, has added in- 
genuity to induſtry, and qualified himſelf, 
by a diligent ſtudy of the paſſions of men, 
for a profitable contemplation of their 
actions, derives a more delicious advantage 
from his labours, and, by a ſort of moral 
_ chemiſtry, tranſmutes the, many hetero- 
geneous particles which he has collected, 
into one uniform ſalutary maſs of clear, 
balſamic truth. 


Let us go then, with this previous 
qualification for the taſk, and let us 
ſearch the records of the Chriſtian 
world, from the triumphs of the vjſble 
cre/s, under the ſucceſsful Coxs AN TINE, 
to its cat beneath. the auſpices of the 
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unhappy Lovis ; let us attend each bloody 
feld, and each intriguing council, each hor-= 
rid conflict, and each keen debate; and let 
us ſee whether it be poſſible to diſtin- 
guiſh, in any inſtance, the ſmalleſt ope- 
ration of that imvifb/e croſs, which © tri- 
e umphs over fin and death, and whoſe 
« victories overcome the world.” When, 
fatigued with the fruitleſſneſs of the 
ſearch, andWiſguſted at the horrors and 
impieties which it has diſcovered to us, 
we ſit down to make a candid and diſpaſ- 
fionate report of our enquiries, we find 
we have one plain and ſimple reaſon to 
aſſign for our diſappointment, which is 
this; that when, even in the moſt plau- 
ſible of thoſe holy wars, we had taken 
from the armed propagators and ſupporters 
of it, ambition, avarice, vain glory, and 
the luſt of ſway;—and when we had 
fairly deducted from the defending and re: 

forming pariy, revenge, pride, envy, and 

the love and jealouſy of liberty, there 
remained, on neither ſide, the ſmalleſt 
motive for contention, there appeared 
| no 


"(23 } 
no cauſe to ſtimulate the aggreſſor, no 
ſtake to animate the aggreſſed. We find 
moreover, as another reſult of our hiſto- 
rical enquiries, that from the moment 
when Chriſtianity became military, it be- 
came at the ſame time ſaperſtitious; that 
itwas marſhalled into the exerciſe of pom- 
pous ceremonies, and drilled into the diſ- 
cipline of parade and ſhow, In thort, 
we find, when we have fairly decompoſed 
the /ublance of religious warfare, when 
we have ſtripped it of the ferocious paſ- 
ſions. of the barbarian, and of the ſubtile 
refinements of the politician, the proceſs 
terminates in a vapour ; and though we 
can perceive no grounds for the aſſertion 
that a Chriſtian muf? not fight, or to ſay 
that there are not ſome cauſes for which 
he ought to fight ; yet it plainly appears, 
that there is no ſenſe in which it can 

be affirmed that a Chriſtian is fighting | 
for his religion, and that there is no in- 
_ flance to be produced, in which he ever 
did. 


B 4 1 Yet, 


Yo 
Yet, ſtill, Ry, ingenuity of the theolo- 
gic craftſman is ever induſtrious at in- 


ventions to carnalize and impaſſionate the 


word of God. Although it muſt be ad- 
mitted, on the authority of an apoſtle, 
that © the weapans of our warfare are 
* not carnal,” and “ that we are not 
„ redeemed with periſbing things,” yet 
periſhing things are continually repreſent- 
ed to us as neceſſary to the great work of 
our redemption. By the artful inſinu- 
ation of ſecondary means, and the ſophiſti- 
cal conſtruction of ſubordinate relations, the 
Chriſtian is to be inveigled into the ab- 
ſurd belief that the proſperity of his re- 
ligion depends always on the arrange- 


ments of human policy, and often on 


the fate of a campaign; that its ſuccel- 
is connected with the articles of a treaty, 
and its exiſtence with the operations ol 
a ſiege. I ſhall preſent you with a briet 


| ſpecimen of their arguments, but I ſhall 


not inſult your underſtandings with a 
long reply. We grant, ſay they, the im- 


mediate inconſiſtency of the means ex- 


erted 


. 

erted with the end propoſed, and the di- 
rect impropriety of promoting love and 
charity by diſcord and ſlaughter ; but 
ſtill our ſwords are ultimately drawn in 
the cauſe of God and his Chriſt—for we 
fight to overthrow the power of ſcepticiſm, 
and to ſilence the voice of ather/tical phi- 
loſephy ; which done, we purpoſe to eſta- 
bliſh a better and more permanent order 
of things, under which, when the days 
of terror and carnage ſhall be completed, 
the halcyon days of peace and piety ſhall 
ſhine upon us, and then * the pleaſure 
* of the Lord ſhall proſper in our 
& hands.” Now, let us prove this compu- 
tation by the arithmetic of plain mora- 
lity, and to what does it amount? It 
amounts to this—that it is /awſu] to 
commit a certain evil with the proſpect 
of an uncertain good, Or let us try this 
conduct, if you rather chooſe it, by the 
known maxims of piety and prudence ; 
and what ſhall we pronounce upon the 
| merits of a purſuit in which we have the 
word of GoD againſt the means, and only 
the word of man as a ſecurity for the 
| promiſed 
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promiſed end? And laſtly, let us conſider 


what effect this is likely to produce upon 


the /cepiic and the inſidel, whom it is in- 
tended either to reclaim or to ſubdue. 
Is not every defeat in the uncertain iſſues 


of an holy war a matter of rational tri- 


umph to theſe ungodly? Do they not 
ſmile, with proud contempt, at that in- 
fatuation which drives the ſupporters of 
the peaceful Goſpel! to have recourſe to vio- 
tence and fury? Do they not, at this mo- 
ment, enjoy your fears and perturbations, 
and confider your wrath as an indiſpu- 
table declaration of your weakneſs ? 
I know they do—and I think that there 
is ſomething in theſe reflections which 
ought to arouſe and ſtartle us; I think 
that there 1s ſomething in them which 
might induce each of us to lay our hands 


upon our hearts, and taſk ourſelves, in 


this day of our contrition, what were 


the real motives which inclined ſo many 


of us to make CHRIST a partner in the 
debates of vorldly policy, and to raiſe the 
ſtandard of the holy Lamb amidſt the 
ramping lion and the ravening eagle in the 


fields 
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fields of blood ? Was it the perſuaſion 
or authority of man?—** Be ye hence- 
* forth followers of God, who is no re- 
6 ſpecter of perſons.” Was it intereſt or 
worldly connections? “ Ye cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon.“ - Or was it after all 
a mere miſtake? Let this be granted; but 
grant me alſo that it was a miſtake of 
no light conſequence; ſince, as far as 
this miſtake has operated in the ſupport 
and proſecution of hoſtilities (and you 
cannot deny the concurrence of its ope- 
ration), ſo far has it aſſiſted in the ſlaugh- 
ter of 50,000 of your countrymen. With 
ſhouts of promiſed victories, they left their 
native land; firmly perſuaded by their 
employers of the tranſcendant merit and 
aſſured of the complete ſucceſs which 
muſt attend zherr righteous cauſe———But 
now, alas! the voice of their blood 
* crieth unto us from the ground”— 

% Let no man put a ſtumbling-block 1 in 
“ his brother's way.” 


6] beſecch you,” therefore, © by the 
6 meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt,“ 
that 


E 
that you lay theſe matters, more cloſely 
than perhaps you hitherto have laid 
them, to your conſciences; I exhort you 
to ſuffer with candour this word of ex- 
hortation ; and to reflect, that the words 
of him, who has ſo long continued to ſpeak 
againſt his private intereſt and in defiance 
of public ſcorn, have probable preten- 
ſions at leaſt to be the words of honeſty, 
and poſſibly after all may prove to be the 
words of ſoberneſs and truth; and I warn 
you, therefore, for your own ſakes, that 
you reject that childiſh perverſion of the 
underſtanding, which flies to the idle and 
cruel amuſement of reproach, to divert 
the wholeſome anguiſh of conviction. 
« If the trumpet give an uncertain 
„ ſound,” ſays the apoſtle, © who ſhall 
„prepare himſelf for the battle?“ And 
« you know in all your hearts, and in 
6e all your minds,” that the ſound which 

was the moſt diſtinctly heard by you, 

ſince the“ days of trembling” came upon 
us, the ſound which chiefly rouſed your 
ſouls to ſlaughter, and quieted your con- 
ſciences to the compunctions of huma- 
nity, 
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nity, was the ſound of danger to your reli. 

gion. But oh! fellow mortals, compaſſed 
with infirmities !—how long ſhall the 
equivocal accents of the tongue direct 
the deciſive movements of our hearts ?— 
how long muſt our paſſions and affec- 
tions, our actions, and even our ſyſtems, 
continue to be the ſport of names ?—Let 
us make one ſtruggle at leaſt to reſcue 
religion from this chicanery; let us inveſt 
it with its proper meaning, and ſilence its 
“ uncertain ſound.“ 


There is a conduct of virtue, ſupported 
by a principle of piety, which character- 
izes each man in the ſight of God, and 
which may be termed the religion of the 
individual; which has both its centre and 
its circumference within the limits of his 
own breaſt, and is affected only by the 
paſſions which are engendered there. The 
pride of conqueſt is unfavourable to its 
growth, the trials of adverſity promote 
it. This, then, cannot be e religion for 
which you vainly meant to conguer. 
There is alſo a revelation beſtowed by the 

__ Almighty, 


„„ 
Almighty, ſu pported by his power, pro- 
tected by his providence, the efficacy of 
which, as he himſelf hath promiſed, ſhall 
never fail to enlighten the world and to 
fave the faithful: this is CHRISTIANIT V, 
or the RELiG1oN oF THE Gosytr. For 
this you are expreſsly forbidden to lift the 
ſword. The former of theſe then is our 
own concern, the latter is the CARE OF 
Heaven. Vet, —ſtrange and true to tell! 
- your alarms for the latter are as un- 
founded, as your ſupineneſs towards the 
former is deſerving of the loudeſt and 
moſt ſevere rebuke. | 


Yes! Chriſtians! your religion is in- 


deed in danger—in danger from domeſ- 


tic foes. Let me name to you ſome of the 
ringleaders of this ſeditious crew, theſe 
conſpirators againſt your temporal and 
eternal peace. | 


A ſpirit of intolerant and miſguided 
zeal—a wiiful blindneſs to the defor- 
mities of corruption—a profligacy of 
morals, and a contempt of manly princi- 
ples—a bare-faced diſplay of vice, and 

e a ſer- 


6 
a ſervile imitation of luxury an inſo- 
lent affectation of public virtue, and'a 
vile deſertion from all the ſacred duties 
of private life a childiſh dread of ſalu- 
tary improvement, and a doting fond- 
neſs for inſipid forms :—theſe, J repeat, 
are your internal enemies ; which, what- 
ever ſhare they may have had in deter- 
mining the nature of your unhappy war, 
have rendered at leaſt your preſent hu- 
miliation but juſt and neceſſary. Juſt— 
as it regards the retributions of the Al- 
mighty; and neceſſary—as it implies a 
reformation of yourſelves. 


Oh! may it be a deep and thorough 
reformation of our hearts and minds! and 
may theſe national devotions, which have 
proved ſo ineffectual to aſſiſt the purpoſes 
of invaſion, be accepted as a {weet-{mell- 
ing ſavour when offered from pure hearts 
burning only with the natural and lacred 
fervency of SELF-DEFENCE ! 


Only let the Exp for which the ſword 
is drawn be G6o00D, and let hat end be 
clearly 
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clearly and preciſely comprehended; and 2 
Chriſtian need not ſcruple to uſe it in his 
country's cauſe. But let us not be be- 
trayed into the exceſſes of ferocity, for 
want of the ſalutary interference of the 
reſtraining principles; © neither let us 
« fight uncertainly and as one that beat- 
eth the air,” by making ourſelves the 
champions of a noiſy cry, or combating, 
as ſlaviſh gladiators, for empty diſtinc- 
tions and unmeaning ſounds. No Bre- 
thren !—let us inform our judgments be- 
fore we exert our zeal; and if a party bi- 
got of any denomination would incite us, 
in the imitative jargon of the day, to fight 
for Virtue and Religion, let us anſwer him, 

in the mcekneſs of wiſdom, but with the 
firm ſimplicity of truth, that our VIR- 
TUE is the fruit of REASON, and our RE- 
LIGION is the gift of Gop! that theſe, 
therefore, are the only things for which 
it were both inpious and abſurd to bt, 
becauſe theſe are the only things, « which 
« No MAN CAN TAKE FROM US.” 


THE EN D. 


